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AAA ANNIE KAN NA Ns 


To the Impattial and Judicious 


READER 


A MONG all the liberal Arts, Aſtronomy ts rhe 
moſt noble and tranſcendent. T he learnea and ju- 
dicious Author Charolot, , Neath and Judgment, ſays, 
& Aſtronomy is the ut moſt Perfection of human Lear- 
& ning.” It grievei me to ſee that moſt ſublime Sub- 


ject of Divinity ſo much pervertea by Mr. Currie, in His 


Eſſay upon Separation, 22 Vindication, and his An- 
ſwer to a Cry from the Dead, afpended to his Vindica- 
tion: Nperein Scripture is perverted, Reaſon inver- 
ted, and human Authors ſubverted. Ana eſpecially 
T vas moved at his uſing Aſtronomical Terms with De- 
ſign to render the Seceaing Brethren odious to the World, 
Jaying in his Title-page of his Anſwer to a Cry from 
the Dead, That My. Guthrie, ana other Proteſters in 
* his Day, ere as oppoſite in Principle and Practice 
© from theſe that do ſeparate from rhe Church of Scot- 
* land in our Day, as Nadir and Zenith, Light and 
% Darkne/:.” Theſe are Terms of Art, that many 
of the Vuigar, yea, and of the Clergy, do not well un- 

aerſtana. | 
And, ſpall a Divine uſe ſuch Terms to amuſe and 
geceive the Credulous in religious Matters? Myſterious 
Terms, among Papiſts, beget Devorces to their Religion: 
But 1 abbor ſuch a Practice among true Reformed Chri- 
ſtians, fince the plain Simplicity of the Goſpel is the 
Due and genuine Method of gaining Profelytes to the 
Chriſtian Faith. T herefore, ana for the Reaſons above- 
mentionea, I, knowing ſomewhat of the Doctrine of the 
Spheres, ans Aſtronomy, thought it my Duty, as 4 
Criſtian, to repulſe him in the like Manner, and en- 
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devot to ſt the Current of Sophiſtry and Deluſion, 
in fo far as Aſtronomical Terms are uſed to deceive the 
Vutger ; and have, in this Dialogue, explained hls 
Terms of Nadir and Zenith, and detected hi, Error 
in Application of theſe Terms: Hoping, at leaſt, it 
avril] put the Readers of Mr. Currie“ Writings againſt 
Seceders, to the Pains to read the Seceding Brethrens 
Writings in their un Defence, in order to form a 
right fudgment of the Controverſy anent Sepafation. 
Bur that Profhecy in Daniel 12 10. muſt be accompli- 
ſhed, viz, Many ſhall be rogue and made white and 
tried: but the Wicked ſhall do wickedly : and none of 


2 8 ſhall underſtand, but the Wiſe ſhall under- 
nd, 
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The DIALOGUE. 


Currie OO D Morrow, Country- man; What Pamphlet 


is that you have got in your Hand, and reading? 

Country Han. Sir, it is an Anſwer to a Pamphlet lately pu- 
bliſhed by Mr. Ebenezer Erikine, intituled, A Cry from the 
Dead, or, Mr. Guthrie's Ch appearing. 

C. Read and conſider it; for therein, I think, I have ane 
ſwered Mr. Erskire's Preface to that lait Sermon of Mr. Out brie's, 
and the Sermon itſelf, and other Papers publiſhed therewith, 
C. . Sir, the Title and Infcription of this fays, That Mr, 
Guthrie, and other Proteſters in his Day, were as oppoite in 
Principle and Practice to the Seceding Brethren, and others, 
who do ſeparate from the Church of Scotland in our Day, as 
Nadir and Zenith, Light and Darkneſs, But I can find no 
moons in it, that will convince any judicious Man that 
It is 10 

C. Theſe Worthies never made a Seceſſion from the Church 
of Scotland, as theſe Seceding Brethren, in our Day, have. 

C. Ai. Theſe Brethren, in our Day, have not made a Seceſ- 
ſion from the Church of Scotland, but only from the Judicato- 
ries of this Church; becauſe of the Corruptions, Deſections, 
arbitrary Deciſions, and violent Intrufions of theſe Judicatoties 
over and againſt the Flock and Heritage of God, even after 
Repreſentations, Petitions, Proteſtations, & c. 

C. There may be many Defections and Corruptions 1n 2 
Church, and yet not juſt Ground for Separation, 

C. AA. Sir, I ſay again, That they have not ſeceded from 
the Church of Scotland, but from the Judicatories thereof ; far 
theſe Brethren do cloſely hold and adhere to the Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scot- 
land. And I think, the Standards of the Church may as pro- 
perly be called the Church, as the Judicatories; For, how 
Mall we know to what Church any Perſon belongs, but by their 
profeſſing and holding to the Principles of that Church of 
which they are Members ? And I think, it would be hard to 
prove that Mr. Guthrie, and other Proteſters in his Day, were 
of different Principles from the Seceding Brethren in our Day, 

C. The Judicatories of the Church are the Church's Re- 
preſentatives; and ſeceding from them is a Separation from the 
Church, 

C. M. I was thinking you would criticiſe upon the Word 
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CHURCH; but I would ask you, Whether the Shepherds or 
the Sheep can be properly called the Flock ? Perhaps Zecb 
11. 16, 17. is pretty applicable to this Caſe, 

C. Read through this Pamphlet, how oppoſite Mr. Guthrie, 
and others in his Day, were to the Seceding Brethren. 

C. A. Your Title-page ſays, As oppoſite to one another, as 


Nadir and Zenith, Light and Darkneſs, Pray, Sir, ſhew me 


the Senſe and Patneſs of this Compariſon ? 

C. Nadir and Zenith are diametrically oppoſite to one another; 
and ſo were Mr. Guthrie, &. to our Seceders. 

C. AV. Sophiſtry ſhall not paſs for good Philoſophy with me; 
the Terms are ambiguous, and the explicatory Phraſe of 


Light and Darkneſs abſurd. They, who know Algebra, un- 


derſtand how to make Tranſpoſition, and the Alternative, and 
would have ſaid, Nadir and Zenith, Darkneſs and Light ; and, 
according to an orderly Application, Mr. Guthrie 1s with 
oe the Nadir, and our Seceding Brethren the Zenith: Which 

apprehend is the Reverſe of your Deſign in this Pamphlet. 
C. Youu 1 to criticiſe. 

C. M. I will firſt begin to illuſtrate theſe ambiguous Terms 
of Nadir and Zenith, that Country-men may not be amuſcd ; 
for big Words fright Cowards. By Nadir is meant that Point 
under the Horizon, below our Feet, which is diametrically 
oppolite to the Zenith, which is that Point of the Heavens 
perpendicular above our Heads. And, to apply, I affirm that 

ou and others of our Judicatories of your Opinion are like 
Azimuth Circles, which from the Horizon, Eaſt, Weſt, South 
and North, from all Rhombs, touch at Nadir and Zenith ; 
and all vary as a Man changeth his Station, and do all 
croſs Mr. Guthrie and the Seceding Brethren at right Angles: 
For they, like Almicanters, or Circles of Altitude, are parallel 
to the Horizon, and to one another, circumſcribing the Ze- 
nith of Truth, from whence Light is reflected. 

C. But our Church · judicatories are the Pillars and Ground 
of Truth, and, like the Magnetick Needle of the Compaſs, 
point to the Pole of Truth. 

C. M. I know indeed, Sir, that there are ſome Places of the 
World, where the Magnetick Needle varies nothing from the 
Arctick Pole; but there are other Places, where the Magnetick 
Needle varies 10, 15, 20, 30 Degrees from the Pole, and 
true Meridian Line, And if our Standards be reckoned our 
Pole, then our Judicatories have varied from it theſe Dozen 
Years bygone, notwithſtanding of Remonſtrances, Addreſſes, 
Petitions, Grievances and Proteſts, made to them for ſome 
Years together: Who then will truſt to fail under . 
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rection of ſuch Pilots as cannot or will not direct che Ship 
aright when ſuch Variation happens ? 

A Enough of theſe Mathematical Alluſions: Come tothe 
Pamphlet itſelf, and reply to my Anſwers, if you can; for 
in it you have in Miniature, what is prolixly handled in my 
Eſſa 4 Separation, and Vindication. | 

0 Well, Sir, in this Pamphlet your firſt Obſerve is, 
That in Mr, Gutbrie's laſt Sermon, and Papers publiſhed there- 
with, you cannot obſerve one Sentence favouring them that 
have made a Seceſſion in our Day, but many Things in them 
plainly condemning their Conduct, as you ſay may be ſhown 
afterwards. But, Sir, have you brought forth one Sentence 
| from it, now or afterwards in this Pamphlet, condemning 
the Conduct of the Seceding Brethren? Nay, Sir, you may 
try if ou can do it ſometime afterwards. Sir, you have no 

eat Ground to rejoice at its Publication, nor fret at Mr. 

rikine for obſerving Divine Providence in the Manner of the 
| Conveyance of theſe Papers and Sermon. ; 
| C. Go on, Friend. 

C. A. From your 2d Obſerve in this Pamphlet I remark, 
That Death cuts off the Thoughts and Purpoſes of Mens 
| Hearts: And I think, I have better Ground to conclude that 

Mr. Hamilton would have ſeceded from the Judicatories, and 
Joined with the Seceding Brethren, than you have to think 
| he would not; and that becauſe of his conſtant Love and Har- 
| mony with his Colleague Mr. EZrskine; for Inftance, in that 
| Advertiſement with reſpe& to intenedd Communicants, from 
the Pulpit at Stirling, February 3d 1737 Years, 


When Phebus was toft into Piſces More, 
| ; *Gainft bis next Circuit th milton's in Glore. 

Next Phoebus a, fo am, tbe Bull, tbe Twins, 
| And Crab; but Leo beld bim in bis Arma, 
| Til! Porteous-Act the Lion did emit, 

And Virgo Minifters did then ſubmit, 


C. What mean you by that Verſe ? | 

C. M. If you know any Thing in Aſtronomy, you'll know 
what I mean: However, it leads me to your 3d Obſerve, 
where you ſay, That Mr. Guthrie's refuſing to acknowledge 
the Civil Magiſtrate as proper, competent, immediate Judges in 
Cauſes Eccleſiaſtick, 2 the principal Article in his 
Libel for which he ſuffered; this, you ſay, is not a Contro- 
verſy in our Day; and, with a Grimace, ſay, © Praiſe to God 
« in the Higheſt, this hath never been claimed or pretended 


« unto by any of our Kings or Magiſtrates ſince the Revolu- 
| A uon. 


—— — — — — 
* 


— EE DS — — — — —— — — — — — 


8 


„ tion.” But, Sir, have you ſo ſoon forgot that Act of Par. 
liament anent Captain Jobn Porteous, whereby from the Pulpit 
the Miniſters in Scotland were ordered to read that Act the 
firſt Sabbath of every Month for a Year ? And the firſt Penalty, 
in caſe of Diſobedience, was to cut off the Right and Privi- 
lege of Minifters from fitting and voting in any Judicatory 
of the Church of Sotland for the firſt Omiſſion, and forfeitin 
their legal Benefices for the ſecond. Now, Sir, was this, thin 
ou, no Intruſion upon the Rights and Privileges of the 
hurch of Scotland? Will not true Presbyterians take Notice 
of this Eraſtian Incroachment upon the Courts of the King of 
Zion? Yet the greateſt Part of Miniſters yielded Obedience 
to that Act the ſecond Sunday, for fear of loſing their legal 
Stipends : But the firſt Penalty was little at Heart, and man 
could venture to loſe their Claim as Members of Chriſt 


Courts, who would not venture to loſe their Title to the le- 
gal Stipends, 


Our Stipend lies in Virgo's Lap, 
Q do not rouſe us from our Nap. 


C. You are a ſtout Caſuiſt, or elſe you would wink at the 
Weakneſs of theſe Miniſters who read that Act; for they are 
ſubje& to Failings as well as other Men, 

2 M. I ſhall not ſay but the ſecond Penalty is a Civil Pe- 
nalty, and the State might inflift the Forfeiture ; but then 
Presbytery might ſubſiſt without it, for legal Stipends are not 
eſſential to the Being of Presbytery : But the firſt Penalty ts 
altogether Ecclefiaftick. And had the Aſſembly, who mer 
in May thereafter, judicially declared againſt it as an Eraſtian 
eV furparion, and 2 to the Principles of this Church, 
hey had done but therr Duty; but, inſtead of that, they ho- 
molagate it, and thereby have * their Holding. 

C. You that are Country-Men, have wrong Apprehenſions 
of that Act of Parliament; for, as I ſay in the 165 Page of 
my Vindication, the Miniſters, who read that Act, only 
thought the Penalties in that Act meant no more than that they 
Hhould loſe the Countenance and Protection of the Civil Go- 
yernment, if they refuſed Obedience to that Act. 

C. M. A witty Apology indeed, Sir ; there is more Knavery 
than Honeſty in ſuch an Apology. The Law is Death to him 
that kills his Neighbour; and, is there no more meant by it, 
but that the Murderer ſhall loſe the Countenance and Pro- 
tection of the Civil Government for his Life? What Juggling 
is this! Any juſt Judge, Sir, would paſs a Sentence of Death 
upon the Guilty, and order, not a paſſive, but an activz, Execu- 
tion of the Sentence. ; C. 


C. I have Charity for every Miniſter who read that Ack 
of Parliament, that they did not act contrary to the Light of 
their own Minds, 

C. M. Indeed you may thank the King for his Clemency, 
Wor in not inflicting the Penalty: But, I am perſwaded, the King 
| will never make ſuch Interpreters of the Law competent Judges; 

| eſpecially if his Majeſty conſidered how our Judicatories have 
condemned the Seceding Brethren, and caſt them out of the 
| Church; and aſſoilzied one of their Number, who was condem- 
ned as Infamous by the Lords of his Majeſty's Court of Ju- 
| ſticiar y. And, whatever the Minds of the Readers of Por- 
teous Act be, I wiſh they would unmask t hemſelves, and de- 
clare they are not Presbyterians in Principle, as a certain Au- 
thor of a Pamphlet I read anent Porteos's-Adt appears to be; I 
am not poſitive who he is, but *ris. ſaid he is blind of one Eye, 
and dwells ncar an old Cathedral Church not above Ten Miles 
\ diſtant from the Centre of Scotland ; and it puts me in mind of 
$ 


an old Prophecy, ** That they who dwell under the Cyclades 
| would be very wiſe Men.“ 


p The great Wain, Cepheus and Caſſiopæ 
over his Head in round Proceſſion gae : 

But where bis Wiſdom lies I cannot find, 
unleſs it be in whirlirg like the Hind. 


C. You ſeem to have a nice Taſte, Friend. 

C. AA. Sir, my Taſte is not vitiated by you. 

C. I own there are Defections in the Church, and others 
have born Teſtimony againſt them as well as the Seceding Bre- 
\ thren: Did you never read the Seaſonable Teftimony, aud my 
Eſſay upon Separation? 

C. MH, Yes, I have; but they never come to the Point or 
Merits of the Cauſe, as it is ſtated by Mr. Viliam Wilſon in 
his Defence of the Reformation- Principles of the Church of Scot- 
land. Like Job's three Friends, who never touched upon the 
Points of his Complaint, your 4th Obſerve ſays, That there 
was a Door opened by the Aflembly 1734 for the Seceding 
Brethren to come in again, But the Iron Grate of the Act of 
Aſſembly 1733, againſt Miniſters Freedom to preach or ſpeak 

againſt the Faults of Judicatories, ſtands in full Force. And 
what honeſt Man will accept of perſonal Freedom, while the 
Cauſe for which they ſuffer lies wounded and bleeding? What 
| does 1t amount to, to a Prifoner, to have the Priſon-door 
opened, and Freedom to go out at Liberty, when the Chain 

is tied to his Feet, and can go no further than the Length of 
his Chain, and can be tugged and drawn back again ar the 
Juage's Pleaſure 7 C. A. 
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C. It ſeems you take Pleaſure in Schiſm and Diviſions, 

C. A. What you call Schiſm in the Church, is called Se- 
dition in the State; and I declare unto you, I love neither 
of them: But I am for the Union of the Spirit in” the Bond 
of Peace; and the Spirit, I mean, is the Spirit of Truth, and 
not the Spirit of Error. 

C. What, Man, did ever I write in favours of Error ? | 

C. M. Yes, Sir, ye do; as appears from your very next 
Obſerve 5th of this Pamphlet, where you ſay, © That the 
« Nevatians and Donatifts were Hereticks; yet, ſay you, wo 
© never ſeparate from the Truth, nor did they quit their Hol- 
4 ding of Chriſt the Head, nor the Order he has appointed in 
&© his Houſe, except in ſo far as they ſeparate from the Church.” 
But, would you have all the People to believe you, and give 
implicite Faith to what you ſay, as the ignorant Papiſts give to 
their Jeſuite Prieſts ? 

C. My Deſign is to ſhew that they are Hereticks who ſepa- 
pore _ the Church, altho' they do not ſeparate from the 

rut 

C. M. The Nvatians held ſecond Marriages to be unlawful, 
and they would not receive back to their Communion again 
ſuch as failed or ſwerved in Perſecution, let their Repentance 
be never ſo ſincere. And the Donatifts held, that Circumcel- 
lion or Self murder, to get them a Name and Repute, was law- 
ful. Now, Sir, are not ſuch Tenets a ſeparating from the 
Truth, and a quitting hold of Chriſt the Head, and the Order 
he has appointed in his Houſe, You are, Sir, a Divine; there- 
fore I would have you to conſider that divine Sentence, {/2. 
5. 20. Wo to bim that calls Evil good, and Good evil ; that puts 
Light for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs for Light, And, can there be 
any Thing more abſurd, than for you to call them Hereticks, 
who, you ſay, never ſeparated from the Truth? Ec. 

C. Go on, 

C. A. From your 6th Obſerve I remark, That you find 
Fault with Mr. &rskine for ſaying, That a harmonious Coali- 
tion not granted, muſt be either becauſe the Judicatories of 
this Church will not, or becauſe they cannot, reform. Which 
two Horns of this Dilemma, yeu think, you have ſo anſwered, 
as that they can neither hurt, nor draw Blood, I doubt not 
but you have more Braſs than Steel, in ſaying ſo. Bur, Sir, 
remember, Chrift gave the Keys to Peter, and not to Ceſar : 
And, at what Time and Occaſion gave he them to Peter? E- 
ven then, when he witnefſed a good Confeſſion, ſaying, Thou 
art Chriſt, the Son of the living God, By which Confeſhon, he, 


as a true Diſciple, reſembled his Maſter, who witueſſed a good 
| n- 
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Confeſſion before Pontius Pilate» Upon this Confeſſion it was, 
that he got the Keys. And he and the Sentence of all Chriſt's 
Office- bearers muſt be founded upon this Rock of Truth, u- 

n this grand Confeſſion; or elſe they have no Title to the 
Key, or Power to bind and looſe in Heaven, And I would 
ask you a Queſtion, which I hope you will not decline to an» 
ſwer, viz. Whether Peter did not loſe the Power of the Keys, 
when he denied his Maſter ? 

C, The Judicatories of our Church have not denied the In- 
dependency and Supremacy of the Son of God, : 

C. 4. But they did not confeſs and judicially affirm it 
againſt Mr, Simſon, who impugned it, and denied his Neceſſary 

— and Supremacy : For then was a fit Time, and a ne- 
ceſſary Call for them to affirm and confeſs it againſt him, Pe- 
ter, who denied his Maſter, was recovered again by Repen- 
tance; and, for a new Trial, Chriſt asked him three Times in 
* 21, Simon Bar- Jonas, loveſt then me? And Peter three 

imes ſaid, Lord, thou knoweft that [ love thee, From whence 
I infer, That, when the Church meets with Trials of the like 
Nature, it is their Duty again and again to confeſs Chrift, as 
often as he is denied by Adverfaries; which our Judicatorics 
omitted to do in Oppoſition to Sn. 

C. Bur I told you, that that Dilemma of Mr. Eraline's I 
have fully anſwered; and you'll find it ſo in 15, 16, and 17 
Pages of my Findication, 

C. M. Sir, you advance ſomething of human Authorines, 
and caſt up what was wrong in the Acts made in 1642 and 
1649. But two Blacks make not a White. The Seceding Bre- 
thren commend not what was wrong, but applaud what was 
right in theſe Aſſemblies, and take the Denomination from the 
better Part: Bur, if we take the Denomination of the preſent 
er from the greater Part of their Deeds, we ſhall 

nd them to be quite reverſe of what was in theſe Days. It is 
a common Saying among Merchants, That two Feet forward, 
and one backward, is good Trading ; and fo it was with the 
Church from 1638 to 1649. But now our Judicatories go two 
Steps backward, for one Step forward; and that makes a bad 
Trade indeed, | 

C. But the Power of the Keys is in the major Number of the 
Church, and the minor Part ought to ſubmit to them in all ju- 
dicial Determinations. 

UC, M. Is not Chriſt, the glorious King of Zion, appointed 
and anointed by the Father abſolute ſovereign Legiſlator over 
Zion the Hill of his Holiueſs? And, will any Judicatory pre- 
tend to be Co-legiſlator with him? And, has he not given Laws 
to 
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to his Church and People fully and ſufficiently for the Governs 
ment thereof? Which ſovereign Laws, when they are per- 
verted by the Diſciples of his Houſe, ought to be highly re- 


garded ; and theſe Diſciples ought to be withdrawn from as 


wicked, ſpecially after all Pains have been raken upon them 
to reclaim them, and yet continue obſtinate and will not be re- 
claimed. I need not give particular Accounts of the Defecti- 
ons of the Church, — of their perverting the Laws of Chriſt, 
ſeeing you own it in your Eſſay upon Separation and many In- 
ſtances are mentioned in the Seaſonable Teſtimony. 


C. Go on tothe reſt of my Obſerves in the Pamphlet. 


C. Ai. From your 7th and laſt Obſerve, I find you take it 


ill, chat Mr. Erskine ſhould charge you with deſtroying what 


you formerly built up. Bur, Sir, remember your Fs porwli di- 
vinum. And as for Mr. Erikine's ſaying, That, if he had been 


favoured with a Sight of your Manuſcript before Publication, 


he is perſwaded it had never ſcen the Light. This may ex- 
cuſe him, that you never told him of your writing againſt him, 
nor ſent to him, tho* within a few Miles of your Houſe : And 
a Rumour in the Country about your writing was not ſuffici- 


ent: Ground for him to come and call for your Manuſcript. 


And indeed, Sir, tho" you are ſo bold, as to afficm in your 


Vindication, * That your Eſſay upon Separation gave much Satis- 


« faction to many ;” yet I ſay, That there had been no Loſs, 
tho' all your Writings had never ſeen the Light. Read Mat. 6. 
23. I ben the Light that is in them is Darkneſs, bow great is 


that Darkneſs ! 


C. Well, Friend, you have replied to my Obſervations upon 
Mr. Erskine's Preface to Mr. Gutbrie's Sermon: But now read 


on the other Arguments I uſe from Mr. Gutbrie's Sermon ittelt, 
and Papers publiſhed therewith; andthere you'll find ſuch ra- 


tional and ſcriptural Arguments as you will not find eaſy to 


refute. 


C. M. Will you go any higher than the Zenith above, or 
deeper than the Nadir below, with your Arguments ? 

C. Let alone Flights, and come to ſolid Arguments. I ſay 
and affirm, That we ought to keep Communion with a Church 
as long as the Lord keepeth Communion with them. 

C. M. The other Day I was reading your Vidication, and 


in the 79 Page you form your Propoſition thus; That when we 


ſeparate from a Church, with which Chriſt keeps Communion, 
we interpretatively condemn him for keeping Communion with 
them, with whom we cannot keep Communion ; and you 
think Durham, Hog and Jenkins ſapport you in it. But, Sir, 
great Men are not always wiſe, nor learned Men _— ju- 

icious: 
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dicious: And you may be miſtaken as to the Meaning of theſe 

eat and godly Men. Bur, pardon me, I muſt tell you, your 
Propebcion is not judicious; for there is no Compariſon be- 
tween God and Man. Vlo in Heaven can be compared unto him ? 
or euho in Earth can be likened unto bim? His Ways are not as 
our Ways, neitber bis Thoughts as our Thoughts, Know, Sir, 
that the ſpotleſs Purity of the holy One of /ſrae} cannot be 


tainted by keeping Communion with Sinners: And God keeps 


ſomerimes Communion with them by Reproofs, and Rebukes 
of his Word and Spirit, as well as by Comforts and Confolations. 
And we muſt not make God's Dealings with Men, the Rule of 
our Actions: For in Fob we read, that be giveth Account of 
none of his Matters; but his Law is the Rule of our Duty. 

C. There are Scriptures againſt Separation; what ſay you to 
them ? 


C. M. In this Pamphlet you advance Song 1. 8. Go thy Way 


by the Fiotfteps of the Flock. And from it I notice, That it ſays 
not go thy Way by the Footſteps of the Shepherds, but by the 
Footſteps of the Fleck: For many Shepherds in our Day are 
like the Scribes and Phariſees, of whom we read, Mat.. 1 5. 14. 
But, Sir, were the Sentiments of Chriſt's Flock in the Land 
taken up by Vote, they would condemn the Judicatories of the 
Church for ſcreening the Erroneous, and carrying on a Courſe 
of violent Intrufions upon the People in many Pariſhes in Scot- 
land; and, to crown all, have caſt out ſuch faithful Miniſters 
as have emitted a Teſtimony againſt the ſame: I ſay, They 
would condemn ſuch Proceedings of Judicatories, hearing none 


of Chriſt's Voice in them; for Chriſt's Sheep hear his Voice, and 
a Strangers Voice they <vill not follow. Yea, they, who have 


not gone from hearing you in the Pulpir, would condemn ſuch 
Proceedings of Judicatories, 

C. I alfo adduce Heb. 6. 12. againſt Separation. 

C. A The Text ſays, Be not ſlothful, but Follocers of tbem 
evho through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. And the 
Alluſion is to Abrabam in that Chapter, and other Saints recor- 
ded in the 11th Chap. of that Epiſtle. And indeed tis plain, 
that this Scripture makes for the Seceding Brethren, and no- 
wiſe againſt them: For none can ſay they are flothfal in their 
Office, as too many among you are; but they ſuffer and bear 
their Trials in Faith and Patience, as theſe holy Men did, and 
at laſt ſhall inherit the Promiſes. And I think you, who are 
a Divine, might know the Import of Scripture better than to 
advance ſuch Texts as make nowiſe for your Purpoſe, but 
militate moſt ſtrongly againſt you, | 


C. Our Lord Jeſus never ſeparated from the ei Church 
for all the Corruptions were in it. | C. A 
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C. M. Sir, that is a mighty Argument with you, and I find 
it is frequently caſt up in your Vindication as an invincible Ar- 
gument againft Separation; but as Job ſaid to his Friend, 
Job 6. 25. How forcible are right Words ! but what doth your 
Arguing reprove ? Doth not Chriſt tell us, that it hecame him to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs ? Therefore he was circumciſed kept the 
Paſſover, and all other Ordinances of Meſes's Law, till he fini- 
ſhed the End and Deſign thereof in his own Death; and they 
are no more to be continued in the Chriſtian Church. But, as 
to the Corruptions in the ecuiſ Church, dare you ſay he join- 
ed in them ? Nay, he ſcourged Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple, reproved their Errors and Corruptions in his Sermon 
on the Mount, aud everywhere denounces Woes and Judg- 
ments againſt the Scribes and Phariſees for their Hypocriſy. 

C. Bur he never ſeparated from them becauſe of their. Cor- 
ruptions, nor his Apoſtles after him, 

C. A. May not Papiſts advance this Argument againſt all 
Proteſtants, as juſtly as you do againſt the Seceding Brethren ? 
Chrift and his Apoſtles brought the Chriſtian Church to Matu- 
Tity by Degrees, after which no more Judaiſm. And I am per- 
ſwaded, that, had you been a Member of the Council of Trent, 
your | Nature would ſo fall'n in with this Argument, as you 
would never have proteſted againſt them, nor ſeparate from the 
Church of Rome. And indeed the Church of Rome hath bet- 
ter Ground to thank you for your yoluminous Writings than 
our Aſſembly had. 

C. You have very harſh Thoughts of me, or you would 
not ſay ſo; and 'tis as much as if I would condemn all Prote- 
ſtants for their Separation from the Church of Rome. 

C. A. Sir, I hope I do not miſconſtruct you when I ſay ſo; 
for there is no Church upon Earth ſo wicked as the ui 
Church was. In the 14th Page of your /:ndication, you ſay, 
The Phariſees blaſphemed the Name of God the Son, and 
called him an Impoſtor, one in Compact with the Devil; that 
they were guilty of the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt : And Jo- 
ſb and Nicodemus ſat with them that denied the Son of God, 
and thirſted to have the innocent Lamb of God murdered. 
Now, Sir, I ask you, if the Popiſh Church be more wicked, 
or can there be a more wicked Church upon Earth than oy 
were ? yet you'll uſe ſuch Arguments againſt Separation. 
ſtrange Reaſoning, and inconfiflent with the Marks you give of 
a true Church in your Eſay ! 

C. Mr. Guthrie was againſt Separation; as appears from that 
Proteſt, Fuly 21ſt 1652, ſigned by him and other Proteſters, 

C. A. That Proteſt fays, That they thought it their oy 
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firmly to adhere to the Church of Scotland, wherein they 
did enjoy the Purity of Doctrine and Worſhip, and the Go- 
vernment Chriſt has appointed in his Houſe ; and let any Man 
judge whether the eſtabliſhed Church or the Seceding Brethren 

ureſt in theſe Points. 

> Mr. Guthrie, and other Proteſters in his Day, never ſepa- 
rate from the Church. 

C. M. Sir, all Times are not equal ; pray what a-Clock of the 
Day is it? 

6 Look, here is a good Watch, which doth tell the true 
Hour and Minute of the Day. 

C. M. It may ſhew the equal Hour, but not the true Hour; 
but you have an Equation-table in your Watch-caſe, where- 
by you can reduce the equal Time to the true Time; and 
e contra, But, can you tell me from whence the Inequality of 
Time proceeds? for the true and equal Time are never the 


| Tame, but when the Sun is in the Equinoctial and Solſticial 


Collars. I know not if you underſtand Aſtronomy, or not; bur, 
if you would know this much of regulating Time, you muſt 
obſerve this Verſe. 


The Obliquity of the Ecliptick Line, 
To the Equator, makes unequal Time, 
Bring the Sun's Place to the Meridian, 
And there obſerve bis right Aſcenſion : 
The Diff "rence of Degrees upon Equator 
Will let yon underftand a Regulator. 


C. What have we to do with theſe Things ? 

C. A. And what had you to do to compare former Periods to 
the preſent Time, when there is no Parallel berwixt them? Ler 
us take a View of the State of the Church from 1638 to this 
preſent Time, by this Verſe. 


Phoebus tevelve Times bis annual Circuit went, 
| Ere Cromwell did wſurp the Government. 
* The Church in Reformation then aroſe, 
' Altbo' the King did ereatly it oppoſe. 
Twice ten Times Phoebus croft the Torrid Zone; 
Eve Charles the Second did remount his Throne. 
They who reſolv/d, "gainft them that did proteſt, 
Did in this Period keep the Church from Reſt. 
Twenty and five Times Phœbus circuled 
22 the 8 ere the King ws dead. 
oyal Sceptre James did three Tears ſepay, 
Till a ſeeet Orange frighted bim away, me 
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be Church eftabliſÞ'd then in Prelacy 
Were bitter Enemies to Precbyt'ry. 
Now they're put down, and Preibyt'ry put up, 
And now our Church is turned moſt corrupt; 
For now the Courts of Pretbyterian Name 
Oppreſs their Plock, and Brethren true condemn, 


C. There is no Precedent in former Periods for Separations 

C. AM. There is no Parallel in former Periods to the preſent 
Time: For then the Church wanted the Countenance of the 
Civil Government; and in King Charles I. his Time they were 
oppoſed by the King in the | Rar La and in Charles II. 
his Reign the eſtabliſhed Church was Prelacy and Epiſcopacy rt 
But now there is no ſuch outward Conſtraint upon the Church. 
"The Judicatories may reform if they will, and the Civil State 
will not oppoſe them in it; therefore it is their Sin that they do 
not reform, I would ask one Queſtion more, viz. If Truth 
be Zenith, then whether are Cocentrical or Excentrical Circles pa- 
Tallel to it? 

C. What need of ſo much Aſtronomy ? 

C. M. Sir, you gave me a Precedent, when you ſpoke of 
Nadir and Zenith ; but now, I think, I am foot-fide with you: 
And, I hope, you'll no more diſturb the World with Sophiſtry 
inſtead of good Philoſophy, But pleaſe take this. Fable for 
my Apology. Upon a Day ſome young Crabs were going fide- 
ways; their Mamma cries to them, Why go ye all tide-ways ? 
cannot ye go ſtraight forward ? They anſwered, Mamma, ſhew 
us an Example: Then, when ſhe eflay'd to do it, but. cauld 
not, the young Ones were exempted from Nurture. | 

C. I underſtand the Moral of your Fable; for you mean, 
that my Eſſay upon Separation is but a ſide-ways Performance. 
C. M. Yes, Sir; for, were Mr. Gutbrie, and other Proteſters, 
in his Day firm Adherers to the Doctrine, Worſhip and Go- 
vernment of our Covenanred Church of Scotland? ſo are the 
Seceding Brethren, Were they loyal to their Sovereign King ? 
fo are the Seceding Brethren. Did they ſuffer for the Truth ? 
ſo do the Seceding Brethren. Did Mr. Bogues adviſe ta 
take good heed upon what Grounds they did ſeparate ? this 
the Seceding Brethren have done. And the Grounds of their 
Seceſſion are to be found in their judicial Ad and Teſtimony pu- 
bliſhed to the World. 

C. Farcwel, Friend; I now ſee Men have different Lights 
of Things. | | 6 

C. A. Adieu, Sir. . 
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